
  
 

 
 

 

 

Accelerate Ashington 

Website Design and Development 

Application Process 

The following document provides details around the website development offer delivered through 

Accelerate Ashington. It also details how to apply and what you can expect if successful, as well 

as what you would need to do to ensure that your business gains the maximum level of benefit 

from the support on offer.  

Please note: Interested businesses must register with the Accelerate Ashington programme and 

complete the attached application form demonstrating how they meet the eligibility criteria listed 

and are therefore suitable and eligible for the support. 

 
Introduction to Advance Northumberland 

Advance Northumberland is a unique economic regeneration company, established and wholly 

owned by Northumberland County Council with a clear remit to improve prosperity, quality of life 

and increase business activity throughout the communities of Northumberland. 

Advance Northumberland’s Economic Growth Team is responsible for the delivery of Accelerate 

Ashington until 31 March 2024. 

 

Introduction and Background to Accelerate Ashington 

Accelerate Ashington is a brand-new package of business support comprising of two elements. 

A digital element to support existing businesses to grow, and a start-up element to support 

individuals looking to establish new businesses, organisations or social enterprises in 

Ashington. The focus of the support is predominantly aimed at the High Street areas of Station 

Road/Station Road West, Woodhorn Road, Lintonville Terrace and Laburnum Terrace. 

Working alongside industry experts, the digital element will support local businesses currently 

trading and operating within Ashington. This support will provide funded access to the 

introduction of digital tools for day-to-day business activity including Digital Audits, Digital 

Marketing Campaigns and Website Capability. The start-up element will provide a programme 

of workshops covering the key skills individuals need to start and establish new businesses 

including organisational structure, finance and marketing. 

Accelerate Ashington is funded through the North of Tyne Combined Authorities Towns and 

High Street Investment Programme. This is a key component which draws upon the emerging 

Ashington Town Investment Plan as part of the Ashington High Street Innovation Programme 

(HSIP) which was developed incorporating a range of measures running to 31 March 2024. 

Northumberland County Council will implement a range of activities designed to improve 

Ashington Town centre, making it more accessible and attractive to residents and visitors. 



  
 

 
 

 

 
Support Available 

We are providing SMEs from the Ashington area of Northumberland the opportunity to apply for 

a grant to fully fund the design and development of a bespoke website for their business. The 

websites provided will be fully funded by the Accelerate Ashington programme and therefore there 

will be no cost to your business*. 

We are offering this support to help businesses in Ashington increase their digital footprint and to 

support day-to-day operations, inclusive of sales and bookings. We anticipate that some of the 

following may be implemented to improve functionality:  

• Listing of products and categories available for direct purchase through the site; 

• Integration of products from other ecommerce sites; 

• Bookings of services i.e. table bookings for a restaurant or dates for hospitality venues; 

• Booking of calendar events; 

• Enable sign up to e-newsletters  
 
Grants will be made available following a successful appraisal of the application and confirmation 

of eligibility.  The initial application period will run from Monday 20th February to Friday 28th April 

2023. Applications received by the set deadline will be evaluated and scored against the criteria 

shown, if successful grants will be awarded appropriately. Should we receive a high volume of 

applications, we reserve the right to close the application window early. 

Eligible businesses are invited to apply for funding for website projects with a minimum value of 

£1,000. We anticipate the maximum value of the website will be no more than £5,000. Successful 

businesses will be able to choose their own supplier but will be asked to provide details of their 

chosen developer, including a full cost breakdown for development work, this information should 

be provided prior to commencement of any works. All businesses will be paid in arrears of work 

being completed and will be asked to submit a full suite of evidence including; invoices, bank 

statements, website go live details and a breakdown report from the chosen supplier on the works 

undertaken. 

If required, Accelerate Ashington will also provide independent guidance on website developers 

should a business require more information. However, any agreement made would be between 

the business and the chosen developer. 

*Maximum project value £5000. Grants will be allocated subject to funding availability. 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

This support will be provided on the basis that the business meets specific eligibility criteria. This 

criteria will be assessed and scored based on answers received in the full application below. 

However, as a minimum; 

▪ Businesses must have a trading address within Ashington, Northumberland 

▪ Businesses must either; 

▪ not currently have a live website. 



  
 

 
 

 

 

▪ not currently have a website which meets the functional needs of the business. 

▪ be able to demonstrate how functional changes to the current website would have 

a positive impact upon both the business and the town centre. 

▪ Businesses must be able to provide sufficient evidence of website completion (grant may 

be subject to claw-back if terms are not met) 

▪ Businesses who are already part of, or have received support from, Accelerate 

Ashington’s Digital or Startup Support Programmes will not be eligible 

▪ Development work, inclusive of grant claims, must be completed in its entirety by 31st 

December 2023. 

A full list of eligibility criteria is listed at Appendix 1 of the full application form. 

 

Expected Impact of Website Development 

Each business wishing to apply for the support will need to be able to demonstrate both how the 

development work will: 

• Have a positive impact on the individual business, be that through impact on turnover / 

sales / bookings / employment etc. 

• Have a positive impact on Ashington, be that through increased levels of footfall / 

promotion / local collaboration etc. 

 

What happens now? 

We ask all eligible SMEs to complete the following application form where it will be evaluated 

and scored against suitability. 

Once you have completed the application form, it will be reviewed by the Accelerate Ashington 

programme management team to ascertain suitability. You will be contacted by a member of the 

team to notify you of the outcome of this process. 

Applicants should be aware that Accelerate Ashington has been allocated a set amount of 

funding, which will allow a set amount of grants for website development. In the event we receive 

a high number of applications, the application deadline may be brought forward. 

All interested businesses are invited to complete the attached application form in order to 

demonstrate their eligibility and need for this support.  

Applications will be evaluated and scored against the scoring criteria provided. All unsuccessful 

parties will be referred for alternative support through Advance Northumberland. 

 

 

 



  
 

 
 

 

 

Our Expectations 

If successful, it is anticipated that applicants will have already identified a chosen supplier for the 

development of their websites. If this is not the case, the Accelerate Ashington team may offer 

advice and guidance to support choosing a supplier, but will remain agnostic throughout the 

process.  

In order to ensure compliance with the grant, successful businesses will be required to make 

regular contact with the Accelerate Ashington Porgrmame manager to update on porgress as well 

as provide evidence and signatures where required. Any delays with paperwork or evidence as 

required could also delay payment of the associated grant.   

to the following list of evidence and information must be provided by the grant recipient to 

Accelerate Ashignton. Failure to provide one or more of the following will impact the payment of 

the grant.  

▪ Evidence of project expenditure through; 

o Purchase Orders 

o Invoices 

o Bank Statements 

o Website go-live and evidence of functioning website 

o Supplier report of works carried out 

 

Funding and Minimal Financial Assistance (MFA) 

The Accelerate Ashington project is funded through the North of Tyne Towns and High Streets 

Innovation Programme (HSIP). 

As part of the compliance process, you will receive a letter detailing the estimated value of the 

support you are about to receive from Accelerate Ashington. This value will be based on the level 

of agreed grant funding between Accelerate Ashington and the successful business. 

These letters are to provide a record to you of the value of support received under subsidy control 

legislation, as you may need to provide these as evidence if you engage with another programme 

utilising subsidy control in the next three years. 

You will also be asked to provide an up-to-date record of any financial assistance you have 

received over the last 3 years. 


